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If there was a different owner prior to the address change in 1927 and you don’t know your home’s 

old address number, the only way you will be able to learn your old address and previous owner/s 

would be to look at the deed books located at the DuPage County Recorder’s Office in Wheaton. 

Your property’s description never changed, so when you look up your property description in the 

deed books, write down the name of the person who purchased your property for that given year. 

After you have a name, come to the Museum to look that person’s name up in the directories to 

learn your property’s old address number. Unfortunately, deed books do not provide addresses.  

The Museum contains directories for the years 1903, 1905, 1907, 1908, 1910, 1911, 1916, 1922, 

1923, 1924-25, 1926, 1927-28, 1934, 1935, 1938, 1939, 1940, 1941, 1944, and 1945.  

 

Step 2: Downers Grove Public Library, 1050 Curtiss St., Downers 

Grove, IL 60515 

The library also has city directories and may have years that the Museum does not have, including 

more recent directories. Useful genealogical and local history databases are also available at the 

library. You can either use a public computer or your own laptop to access these databases, such as 

ancestory.com. These are great sources if you want to learn more about some of the families who 

owned your property.  

Step 3: DuPage County Office of Records, 421 N. County Farm Road, 

Wheaton, IL 60187 

The Office of Records contains grantor/grantee records from 1839 to the present. The earlier dated 

records are on microfilm. Other years can be found in books, and more recent property transactions 

can be found on the public computers at the Recorder’s Office. The grantee books contain the 

names and dates of property transactions along with the property description. The grantee books list 

property transactions by the name of the grantee, or the buyer of the property. Grantor books list 

property transactions by the name of the grantor, or the seller. When you are researching the 

grantee/grantor books, make sure that your home’s property description matches what is written in 

the books. Property descriptions never changed. The description of your property today is the same 

as it was at the turn-of-the-century.  

The grantor/grantee books show transactions between previous buyers and sellers of your property 

and will provide you with an accurate date of when your property was sold. By looking at the city 

directories first, you will have a better idea of who owned your property during certain years, giving 

you a starting point for when you go to the Office of Records. You can also look at the mortgage 

books that are available. If a previous owner was a mortgager, that is a strong indicator that a home 

or building was located on the property for that year. 

Attached to this packet is a chart that you can fill out when you visit Wheaton to research. After the 

chart has been completed, the Museum will keep a copy to place in the research library. 
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Note: Before you begin to research deed books or view microfilm, go to the public computers first 

at the Recorder’s Office and type in your property’s address. When you look at the digitized deeds, 

you will see a description of your property, which would be the same as the description written 

when your home was erected. The property description describes the parcel number, subdivision, lot 

number, block number, and section number.  

 

Step 4: DuPage County Office of the County Clerk, 421 N. County Farm 

Road, Wheaton, IL 60187 

The Office of the County Clerk is near the Office of Records and contains property tax records. 

The older tax records are available on microfilm and other years are in books. Property tax records 

are important to your research because it validates a time frame when your home or commercial 

building was most likely built. If a home or building was built, the assessed value of the property 

should increase for the year after it was completed. However, keep in mind that an increase does not 

always mean a home or building was erected, but it is important to document that increase. Once 

you compile your notes all together, including the information from the directories, deeds, mortgage 

records, and tax records, you should be able to pinpoint a year your property was erected.  

 

*Please remember to make a copy of your research to keep for your personal records.  All 
information and images submitted as part of this application will become part of the 
permanent records in the Downers Grove Museum.  By participating in the Downers Grove 
Historic Homes Program, you acknowledge that any information and images provided in 
the application may be used by the Downers Grove Museum and the Downers Grove 
Historical Society. 
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Significant Person 

If you believe your home was owned or occupied by a person(s) of historic significance, please use 

the table below to explain. Please attach research sources, as well.  

Individual’s Name 
Year(s) the individual 
resided in the home 

Individual’s Significance 
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Architectural Significance 

If you believe your home possesses typical characteristics of an architectural style or type, please use 

the table below to explain.  

Architectural Style Typical Features  Features your home possesses 

   

 

Significant Architect or Builder 

If you believe your home was designed or constructed by a notable architect or builder, please use 

the table below to explain. Please attach research sources, as well.  

 Individual’s Significance 

Architect Name 
(if applicable) 

 
  

Builder Name 
(if applicable)  
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